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of the perfection of the system with which he
was associated, and offered the most stubborn
resistance to all attempts at reform. Personally,
I had a great liking for him. He had his good
points. He was perfectly honest, and, to the
best of my belief, was wholly incapable of being
bribed. He was also independent and absolutely
refused to lend himself to the Khedive's projects
for the acquisition of wealth. I sometimes
endeavoured to convince him that the judicial
system which he administered could perfectly
well be reformed without in any way infringing
the Sacred Law of Islam. I would point out that
in India even Christian judges administered the
law to the perfect satisfaction of Moslem litigants,
and I would urge that there surely could be no
objection to the appointment of Moslem judges
to the Mehkemehs who had received a sound
legal education instead of selections being in-
variably made from what are known as the
"turbaned" class. To all these argmnqnts he
was absolutely impervious. Nevertheless, Vhisri,
he was able to help the course of natural justice
without straining his very sensitive Islamic
conscience, he was quite willing to do so. For
instance, cases occasionally occurred of native
Christians becoming Moslems in order to get rid
<3^ iixeit wives and to marry others. Under the
Moslem law, which then governed the proceedings